

Maple Ridge Township
Regular Meeting Minutes
February 24, 2015
Call to order
Supervisor, Judy Trudell called to order the regular meeting of the Maple Ridge Township Board at 7:00pm on Tuesday, February 24, 2015 at the Maple Ridge Community Building. Board Members present were Trustees Bill Toyra & Janet Pattan, Supervisor Judy Trudell, Clerk Sue Sicotte, and Treasurer Barb Nummilien.
Pledge of Allegiance Recited

Approval of February 24, 2015 Agenda: Stood as written with the addition of Let Run under New Business (A) Amend Water Budget.
 
Public Comment:
Ted Bartczak commented on the bill received from the Delta County Road Commission.

Consent Agenda: 
Regular Meeting Minutes January 20, 2015, Stood as written with a prior change to reflect the Clerk’s Report Balances, instead of Treasurer Balances. The correct General Fund Expenses were $6,862.48 and the Net Operating balance was $43,566.92. 
Payment of Bills in the amount of $27,559.29 General Fund & $25,405.53 Rock Water System for a total of $52,964.82.
Treasurer’s Report-Rock Water System Revenues for January were $25,233.49 of this amount $16,689.00 was received in Grant Monies. Expenses were $2,502.35 leaving a Net Operating Balance of $41,127.06 of this amount $4000.00 is in Restricted Funds Account.
Clerk’s Report-Township General Fund Revenues for January were $25,934.63. Expenses were $6,042.23; of this amount $40.00 was for the Liquor Law Enforcement account. The General Fund Operating balance is $138,459.32; $75,000.00 is in a CD at First Bank in Gladstone, leaving a Net Operating balance of $63,459.32; of this amount $3,792.67 is in the Liquor Law Enforcement account.
Trustee Reports: Bill reported on Liquor Law, Janet no report
Supervisor’s Report No Report
Motion by Janet, supported by Sue to approve the items in the consent agenda. Janet, Sue, Judy, Barb and Bill-All Ayes. Motion Carried.
John Malner was introduced to the Board and discussion was held in regards to the Equalization Contracts.
Unfinished Business
A.Fire Hall Lease Agreement/By Laws: Discussion was held on the letters received by Turin & Ewing Townships in regards to the Lease Agreement for the Rock Fire Hall that was drawn up by attorney John Filoramo. Options for the ownership/maintenance of the Rock Fire Hall were discussed for Bill & Sue to bring up at the upcoming committee meeting between the three Township Boards. Bill will get a meeting scheduled as soon as possible to discuss the options and work on updating the current Tri Township Bylaws. 
B.Accept Grants:Motion by Sue, supported by Janet to accept the Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $5,952.00, the Section 19 Grant in the amount of $16,689.00, and the Par Plan Grant in the amount of $600.00. Roll Call Vote: Judy, Janet, Barb, Bill and Sue All Ayes. Motion Carried.
C. Manuals for Water Trainee: Motion by Janet, supported by Bill to pay an additional $118.00 for manuals to be used as study materials for the Rock Water System Operator testing and training. All Ayes. Motion Carried.
New Business
A.Amend Water Budget & Let Runs:
 Motion by Janet, supported by Judy to approve the following Rock Water System Budget amendments-take $50.00 from Travel/Training and add it to Snow plowing All Ayes. Motion Carried.
Motion by Sue, supported by Janet to add $16,689.00 as Grant Monies received and $5,000.00 as Loan Monies received into Income and apply the funds to the Expense categories as follows: $1,680.00 to Operator wages, $316.33 to Utilities, $22.40 to Employee Withholding, $201.60 to Employee Pension, $6,700.95 to Equipment Repairs/Maintenance, $10,902.48 to new Meter category, and put the remaining balance of $1,865.24 into the Restricted Funds account. All Ayes. Motion carried. 
We are not on a Let Run at this time. Barb has contacted the people who had issues in the past to remind them to keep an eye on their pipes for freeze up issues.
B.2015-2016 Policies Maple Ridge Township & Rock Water System:.
:1. Salary Schedule:Motion by Bill, supported by Sue to increase the Sexton reimbursements for a Full Burial to $300.00, Cremains burial to $100.00, Bookkeeping and Marking for Cremains  to $25.00 each, all other items will remain the same as they were as of 10-17-14. Roll Call Vote:Barb, Sue, Judy, Janet, and Bill All Ayes. Motion carried.
 2.Payment Policy: Motion by Judy, supported by Janet to leave the Payment Policies the same as the 2014-15 Fiscal Year. Roll Call Vote: Janet, Judy, Bill, Barb, and Sue All Ayes. Motion carried.
3. Cemetery Rates/Center Use Rates: Motion by Bill, supported by Sue to increase the Burial Charges for the Rock Cemetery and St Nicholas Cemetery to $500.00 for Full Burial (Weekdays, evenings, weekends), $650.00 for Full Burial (Legal Holidays), $225.00 Cremains (Weekdays, evenings, weekends), and $300.00 for Cremains (Legal Holidays). Lot Fees will remain the same as the 2014-2015 Fiscal Year. Rental Fees for the Community Center will remain the same as Fiscal Year 2014-2015. Roll Call Vote:Barb, Bill, Sue, Judy, and Janet All Ayes. Motion carried.
4. Meeting Date/Time for 2015-2016:Board Consensus to leave the meetings on the last Tuesday of each month, with a starting time of 7:00pm.
5.Designate Depositories:Motion by Barb, supported by Sue to continue to use the Rock Community Federal Credit Union for banking and First Bank for our CD savings. Roll Call Vote:Barb, Sue, Judy, Janet and Bill All Ayes. Motion carried.
6.Poverty Exemption Guidelines & Protest Letters:Motion by Sue, supported by Barb to use the current Asset Test and the Poverty Guidelines as updated for 2015 by the Federal Gov’t for Board of Review. Protest Letters must be received no later than 12:00pm Mar. 12th, 2015. Roll Call Vote:Barb, Judy, Sue, Janet, and Bill All Ayes. Motion carried.
7.Liquor Law Contribution:Motion by Sue, supported by Bill to donate $500.00 of the Liquor Law Funds to UPSET. All Ayes. Motion carried.
8.Water Rates:Motion by Sue, supported by Janet to make the following increases to the Rock Water System Rates:Increase the Monthly rate to $34.50, the Metered water rate to .50 per 100 gallons, Yearly Hydrant charge for Fire Protection to $800.00 annually, Return Check fee to $25.00 per item, Service Charge for Operator call out to $25.00 per visit/situation if due to repeated owner request or negligence, and an Installation fee of $150.00 to install a meter that was removed at the owners request (to avoid the ready to serve fee). Roll Call Vote:Bill, Sue, Janet, and Judy All Ayes. Barb Nay. Motion carried.
9.Budget Review:Proposed Budgets for Maple Ridge Township and Rock Water System were presented for review to each Board Member for Fiscal Year 2015-2016. A Public Hearing will be held on March 3, 2015 at 7:30pm, followed by a Special Meeting to accept the Budgets and a presentation by Molly Larson.

Items removed from Consent Agenda   None
Assessors Report None
Public Comment  
Ted Bartczak commented on the meetings held with Attorney John Filoramo, the Committee meeting being held by the two members of each board for the Tri Township Fire Dept, Liquor Law reports, and road money spent.
Board Member Comments 
Barb commented on the Street Lights, the Fire Funds, and purpose of the requested Grant monies .
Judy commented on the purpose of the Grant monies requested and that the money collected must be used as requested or given back to the provider of the funds. Reminded the Board of the upcoming MTA Lansing Trip-deadline to register is April 1st, 2015.
Janet commented on Board positions and the ripple effect throughout the community.
Sue commented on the possibility of asking the voters for a Road Millage for our Township.
Adjournment
Supervisor, Judy Trudell adjourned the meeting at 10:20 p.m.
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