
 

 

Maple Ridge Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Sept 27, 2016 

I. Call to order 

Supervisor, Judy Trudell called to order the regular meeting of the Maple Ridge Township Board at 7:00pm on Tuesday, 

Sept 27, 2016 at the Maple Ridge Community Building. Board Members present were Trustees Bill Toyra, Supervisor Judy 

Trudell, Clerk Sue Sicotte, and Treasurer Barb Nummilien. 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance Recited and Moment of Silence for Janet Pattan 

 

III. Approval of Sept 27, 2016 Agenda: Stood as presented with one addition of Delta County Township Association Update.     

 

IV. Consent Agenda:  
Regular Meeting Minutes Aug 30, 2016  

Payment of Bills in the amount of $28,033.80-General Fund and $1,366.09-Rock Water System for a total of $29,399.89. 

Treasurer’s Report-General Fund Balance $145,776.29 Trust & Agency Balance $742.96, Rock Water Balance $33,018.05 

and Tax Account- $20,418.77. 

Clerk’s Report-Township General Fund Revenues for Aug were $2,593.52. Expenses were $6,719.75; of this amount $40.00 

was for the Liquor Law Enforcement account. The General Fund Operating balance is $145,747.79; $75,000.00 is in a CD at 

First Bank in Gladstone, leaving a Net Operating balance of $70,747.79; of this amount $3,282.52 is in the Liquor Law 

Enforcement account. Rock Water System Revenues for Aug were $3,270.39, Expenses were $2,514.07; leaving an operating 

balance of $33,018.05 of this amount $10,835.31 is in Restricted Funds. 

Trustee Reports: Liquor Law reports were submitted 

Supervisor’s Report: None 

Motion by Bill, supported by Sue to approve the consent agenda with a request that the Payment of bills be moved from the 

consent agenda to item #8-(Items removed from the consent agenda). All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

V. Public Comment:  

Ted Bartczak commented on the pothole in the driveway at the Community Building. 

John Malnar gave an update on current Commission news. He commented on a work bee that will be held with townships 

that have water towers, to address issues relating to the operation of their water systems.  

VI. Unfinished Business:  

1. Amend Budgets: Motion by Judy, supported by Sue to take $2,500.00 from Assessing and put into Grounds. All Ayes. 

Motion Carried. 

2. Water System-Entry on Treatment Tank: Tabled till Spring 

3. Ordinances: Motion by Sue, supported by Bill to accept the Cemetery Ordinance, Rock Water System Ordinances W-1, 

W-2, and W-3 with the revisions as presented.  Each ordinance was presented for a vote one at a time with a Roll Call 

Vote for each: Sue-Aye, Judy-Aye, Bill-Aye, and Barb-Aye. All Ayes. Motion Carried. Judy will prepare the summary 

and have it published in a local newspaper. The Ordinances with the new revisions will take effect 30 days from 

publication of the summary (November 7, 2016). 

4. Delta County Township Association Update: Barb gave an update on the recent DCTA Meeting. There will be a tour of 

the jail, there is talk of another flyover being done, there is an upcoming open house for the Escanaba Township New Fire 

Hall, and the Annual Meeting for DCTA will be held in Perkins on Dec. 2nd, 2016. 

 

VII. New Business 

1. Grants: 

 CDBG Review Sept 20, 2016: Judy gave an update on the CDBG review conducted on Sept 20, 2016. The grant could 

not be completed nor closed out, because Treasurer Barb Nummilien did not show up for this meeting as was required. 



The requirement for her to be there was discussed at the Aug. 30, 2016 Regular meeting and was recorded in the minutes 

of that meeting. There will be a letter sent to the Township stating the documentation the Treasurer must provide so that 

the grant can be closed out. 

Windfall Foundation: A grant has been awarded for work to be done in the kitchen at the community building in the 

amount of $5,000.00 from the Windfall Foundation. Judy has also sent in grant requests to the Delta County Community 

Foundation and Hannahville Indian Community for the kitchen. 

MI Council for the Arts: A grant in the amount of $2,500.00 has been awarded by the MI Council for the Arts for next 

summer’s concert in the park series. It is a 50/50 matching funds grant. The committee will be getting together to work on 

the next concert series and start the planning stages soon. 

Motion by Sue, supported by Bill to accept the $5,000.00 and $2,500.00 grant monies. All Ayes. Motion carried. 

2. Policies and Procedures: Judy reminded everyone that Maple Ridge Township does not have written Policy and 

Procedures at this time. We only have the Salary Schedules and Payment Policies. We have been going by what is 

directed through the Michigan Township Association Guidelines. 

3. Assessor and Address Changes: All Address changes will go through Leann at the Delta County Equalization 

department.  

4. Trick or Treating: Board Consensus for Trick or Treating to be held on Sunday October 30, 2016 from 4pm-6pm. 

5. Snowplowing and End of Summer Wrap Up: Motion by Sue, supported by Judy to hire Ray Norkoli and Jack Carey 

again this year for the snow removal at the same rate as last year. All Ayes. Motion carried. 

 Motion by Sue, supported by Judy to hire Bill Toyra to clean the flies from the lights at the center and do the wrap up 

work for the Township-swings down, cemetery flowers removed, benches put away, etc. Barb, Judy, and Sue All Ayes. 

Bill Abstained. Motion Carried. 

6. Roads: Jodi Norman requested we keep the remaining $9,000.00 we have budgeted for this year and add it to next years 

budgeted amount and use it to apply gravel to roads next year. Board Consensus to do so. 

7. Fire Department Pumper: Judy gave an update on the $25,000.00 grant received from the Windfall Foundation to be 

used toward the purchase a new Pumper truck for the Tri Township Fire Dept. The current Pumper is over 34 years old 

and experiencing mechanical issues.  

8. Janet: Trustee Janet Pattan passed away on Sept. 25, 2016 her funeral is scheduled for Wednesday Sept 28, 2016. Bill 

Toyra volunteered to do the burial opening and closing at no charge and Judy will do the marking/bookkeeping at no 

charge as well. It was Board Consensus to allow these fees to be deducted from the burial charges that would be charged 

to the family. Janet’s position on the Board needed to be filled until the newly elected Trustees take office on Nov. 20, 

2016. A motion was made by Sue, supported by Judy to appoint Deputy Clerk, Kathy Stams to fulfill the remaining term 

of Janet’s Trustee position. Roll Call Vote: Judy, Sue, Bill, and Barb All Ayes. Motion carried.  Janet’s non-statutory 

duties will be filled by the Supervisor for the time being. 

VIII. Items Removed from Consent Agenda   

Payment of Bills: The clerk wrote a check for the annual payment that was due to the Tri Township Fire Dept. per an 

agreement made at the meeting and documented in the minutes of Aug.7, 2014-for the back tax millage monies due to the Fire 

dept. The annual payments are due each year on Sept 1st. The clerk wrote the check and requested it to be distributed 

immediately as we should’ve written it at the end of August in order to be timely in our payments. The check was written on 

Sept 10, 2016 and held by the Treasurer and not distributed until Sept. 26, 2016 a full 16 days later. The Treasurer had 

requested a statement be provided for the payment, the clerk reminded the Treasurer that this was an already prior approved 

payment agreement made with the Tri Township Fire Dept. and where a copy of the minutes could be found should the 

Treasurer want a copy for her records-there was no invoice. The agreement/minute dates had been provided on the check stub 

at the time it was written for the Township files for future reference. The Treasurer was reminded once again that once a 

check is written, it should be distributed in a timely manner.   To put an end to the Treasurer’s dispute, the Tri Township Fire 

Dept. created a statement and will submit an invoice in the future to prevent the payments being withheld in the future. 

IX. Public Comment 

Ted Bartczak commented on a meeting he held with the Delta County Road Commission guys in regards to the gravel used on 

the Old M-35 project and the railroad crossing closures. He also requested that we ask for Road Gravel, and not the stuff from 

Bud Norman’s pit, to be used for the projects next year. 

X. Adjournment 

Supervisor, Judy Trudell adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 

 

Unapproved Minutes submitted by:  Susan Sicotte & Judy Trudell 


