



Delta County Airport Advisory board

May 13th, 2015 8:00 a.m.
Approved – Minutes (7/13/15)
I. ROLL CALL:   The meeting was called to order by Chairman Herioux at 8:05 am

PRESENT: Herioux, Carne, Johnson, County Board Chair Harrington, Belmonti
ABSENT: Schwab and Anderson-Skradski
Chairman Herioux introduced and welcomed Brian Belmonti to the Airport Advisory Board.
II.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Moved to approve the agenda of May 13, 2015 by Carne and supported by Johnson. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  None. 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS:  None
V. MANAGERS REPORTS:
A. Airport Ops will attend ARFF FAA mandated recurring training on May 27, & 28, 2015, in Houghton. Smith will attend May 27 to attend the Houghton Live Drill to observe.
B. Skywest is changing summer schedule.  We will be charging the overtime to Skywest.  It will be an extra 1 ½ hours; the evening flight will not land until 10:52 pm (approx)

C. Projects this year will be 9/27 Sign project, starting in one week; Paint/Crack Seal Project will start June (waiting for warmer weather for paint to adhere) and includes the Passenger Ramp painting for the Airlines.

D. ARFF Truck is scheduled to be bid in a few weeks; issues with FAA over the new regulations regarding our Index A airport.  They want to drop our 1,500 (water) gallon fire truck to only 500 gallons.  This has now been turned over the FAA in Washington D.C.  We are not the only airport having this issue.  Awaiting on more information.  In meantime we will bid the Fire truck assuming business as usual.

E. Legislative Information was given to the Board regarding the 2016 AIP funding. 

F. Partnership for Open and Fair Skies.  Smith held a discussion regarding the unfair subsidizes that are being given to the State-owned Airlines in Qatar and the UAE.  After much information and added input from Belmonti, a motion was made by Johnson and supported by Belmonti to send letters to our legislation and to the US Secretary of State and the Director of the Department of Transportation requesting they open consultations with these entities ensuring the agreements address the subsidy capacity by them to the United States. Also the Airport Board will send the letter to the County Board for their support in sending the same letter from them . MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

G. Honor Flight:  The VIII Mission was held April 22, 2015.  A very large crowd attending the welcome home here at the Airport.  All went well.  Next Honor Flight is September 16th, 2015.

H. Finances:

a. Budget status for thru April 2015 was presented and discussed
b. Customer Service: Enplanements and Fuel Gallons sold – thru April 2015.
VI. OLD BUSINESS: 
A. New hangar construction:  No answers from Valley Med regarding moving to the Hospital grounds.  Local staff is unaware.  
B. Regional Boarding Ramp (RBR) Completed – except for painting of the lead-in lines and the storage boxes, etc.  
C. Marketing Grant – approved, and receiving the entire $20,000.  Awaiting contracts in mail then will get approval from County Board and Chairman Harrington’s signature

VII. NEW BUSINESS: 
Discussion was held regarding staffing issues.  We have another employee looking to retire after Christmas of 2015.  We are still looking to hire our 5th employee as well (approved by County last summer 2014)  Then we will need another Ops staff to replace our retiree.  Michigan Works will once again, pay for the ARFF training needed to apply.  More info to follow
VIII. RenZone Update

A. Smith gave a report on the MRO in Miami she attended in April with Houghton/Smart Zone and Sawyer Int’l and Telkite Enterprises.  Best show, growing yearly, and made great contacts and have followed up with some. 

B. Delta Green Aerospace/Marine Integrator will hold a Strategic Planning Session later in June.  We will get our Steering Committee to regroup, and push ahead.  Airport Board members were invited to attend and participate.  Will send out info when available.  
IX. PUBLIC & BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: Consensus from Board Members once again Welcoming Brian Belmonti to the Board.  
X. ADJOURNED:  Meeting adjourned at 9:11 a.m. 

Next Board meeting is July 13th, 8:00 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted by:
Kelly Smith, Airport Manager



Brian Herioux, Board Chair

