
                                                                                                                             
DELTA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

December 18, 2007 
            
         Escanaba, Michigan 
 
     A Regular meeting of the Delta County Board of Commissioners 
was held this date, pursuant to the following call: 
 
         December 13, 2007 
The Honorable Members of the Delta    
County Board of Commissioners 
 
Dear Commissioners: 

 A Regular Meeting of the Delta County Board of Commissioners 
is scheduled for Tuesday December 18, 2007, at 5:15 in the Circuit 
Courtroom of the Delta County Courthouse. 
 
         Sincerely yours, 
         Nancy J. Kolich 
         Delta County Clerk 
ROLL CALL 

PRESENT:  Commissioners Bengry, Elegeert, Rivard, Ruohomaki, Schultz. 
 
ABSENT:   None. 

  The meeting was called to order at 5:15 p.m. in the 
Circuit Courtroom of the Delta County Courthouse by Delta County 
Clerk Nancy J. Kolich. 
    
   V.  APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING   

   Moved by Commissioner Schultz and seconded by Commissioner 
Ruohomaki to approve the minutes of the November 20, December 4 
and December 11, 2007 meetings and the Committee of the Whole 
minutes of November 27, 2007.   MOTION CARRIED.  
 
  VI.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

   Moved by Commissioner Bengry and seconded by Commissioner 
Ruohomaki to add Committee Reports item 3. Administrator 
Evaluation Date, New Business item 5. Letter from AFSCME Local 
Chapter, and item 6. Executive Session with EDA Director to the 
agenda and to approve the agenda as amended.  MOTION CARRIED 
unanimously.   
     
 VII.  PRESENTATATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

        A. Received:  None. 



        B. Forwarded: None.          
    
VIII. REPORTS OF STANDING AND STATUTORY SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND OTHERS 

1. Public Health Board meeting of 9-19-07 
2. Road Commission minutes of 10-11 and 10-22-07 

  3. Human Services Board minutes of 10-22-07 

VIII. REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND OTHERS.  

  Moved by Commissioner Schultz and seconded by Commissioner 
Ruohomaki to receive and place on file.  MOTION CARRIED. 
        
IX.  PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS   

     None. 
 
 X.  COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

1. Administrator’s Report. 

   1. In Lansing. 

    Moved by Commissioner Bengry and seconded by Commissioner 
Rivard to send a letter to Senator Prusi and Rep. Casperson 
thanking them for their support of SB410 and SB411 to amend and 
reauthorize the 911 surcharges.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

   2. MAC Conference. 

        Moved by Commissioner Ruohomaki and seconded by 
Commissioner Bengry to approve Board attendance to the MAC 
Legislative Conference in Lansing February 10 – 12, 2008.  MOTION 
CARRIED.  
 
   3. Airport Courtesy Car. 

       Moved by Commissioner Schultz and seconded by Commissioner 
Bengry to donate the airport car to the Delta County Flight 
School, Inc. to be owned, titled and insured in the flight 
school’s name to be used as a courtesy car for general aviation 
pilots at the airport.  MOTION CARRIED.  
 
   5. Meeting Schedule for 2008. 
 
   Moved by Commissioner Bengry and seconded by Commissioner 
Ruohomaki to hold the Re-organizational meeting of the Board of 
Commissioners on Tuesday January 8, 2008 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
State Office Building Conference Room.  MOTION CARRIED.    
 



        Moved by Commissioner Rivard and seconded by Commissioner 
Ruohomaki to receive the Administrator’s report and place on file.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
    Moved by Commissioner Bengry and seconded by Commissioner 
Schultz to move New Business Item 6. Executive Session to next on 
the agenda.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

B.  NEW BUSINESS 

  6. Executive Session re: EDC Renaissance Zone Lease. 

  Moved by Commissioner Bengry and seconded by 
Commissioner Rivard to move into executive session at 5:32 p.m. to 
consider the purchase or lease of real property with EDC Director 
Ann Jousma-Miller. 
 

ROLL CALL  BENGRY  YES 
       RIVARD YES 

     RUOHOMAKI YES 
          SCHULTZ YES 
            ELEGEERT YES 
         MOTION CARRIED.    
 
  Moved by Commissioner Rivard and seconded by 
Commissioner Bengry to reconvene at 5:45 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
No actions were taken during executive session. 
 
  Moved by Commissioner Ruohomaki and seconded by 
Commissioner Schultz to allow Administrator Erickson to work with 
EDC Director Ann Jousma-Miller to negotiate a lease in the 
Renaissance Zone.  
 

ROLL CALL  BENGRY  YES 
       RIVARD YES 

     RUOHOMAKI YES 
          SCHULTZ YES 
            ELEGEERT YES 
         MOTION CARRIED.    
 
X.  COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 2.  Airport Special Committee Report. 

     Moved by Commissioner Schultz and seconded by 
Commissioner Ruohomaki to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting Wednesday January 16th at 10:30 a.m. for in depth 
discussion of the recommendations.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 



 3.  Administrator’s Evaluation. 

     Moved by Commissioner Schultz and seconded by 
Commissioner Ruohomaki to hold the Administrator’s Evaluation on 
January 8th in closed session (as requested by the Administrator) 
at the end of the Re-organizational meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.    
      
  XI. GENERAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS 
 
      A.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

      1. Superior Health Code. 

  Drain Commissioner Don Shirley, chair of the Superior 
Health Code Ad Hoc Committee, updated the Board on the Committee’s 
progress.  Added four new members from Menominee County.  Will 
meet on Wednesdays in January with Menominee County members 
attending via closed circuit television.  
 

 B.  NEW BUSINESS 

1. Payment of Bills. 

  Moved by Commissioner Schultz and seconded by 
Commissioner Rivard to approve payment of the bills in the amount 
of $ 484,563.20.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
  2. Request from Sheriff Dept. to receive Road Patrol 
Fund Interest. 
 
  Moved by Commissioner Schultz and seconded by 
Commissioner Ruohomaki to refer to the Finance Committee meeting 
on December 20th.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
  3. Request from Clerk for 40 hour work week. 

  Moved by Commissioner Rivard and seconded by 
Commissioner Ruohomaki to approve 40 hour work weeks for the 2 
county clerk employees through December 31, 2008 to cover the four 
county-wide elections in 2008.  MOTION CARRIED. 
      
  4. Rory Mattson, Presentation. 

     Mr. Mattson addressed statements that were made at the 
December 4th meeting with regards to the Delta County Conservation 
District and the Delta County Road Commission. 
  
  5. Letter from the AFSCME Union President Chapter 2755 

regarding filling of vacant Housekeeping positions. 

  Position to be filled this week.  



 
 XII. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT 

      Peter Mark, Wells Township, addressed the Board with his 
concerns regarding the Hatch Act. 
 
  Kaye Rowlands, Chapter Chairperson ASCME Local 2755, 
addressed the Board with her concerns regarding the vacant 
housekeeping position.   

 
XIII. COMMISSIONERS CONCERNS 

  Commissioners Rivard: Voiced his concerns with the 
timeliness of addressing union issues.  Make sure that the County 
adheres to union contracts. 
 
  Commissioner Ruohomaki: Met with all 3 Judges who have a 
concern with the way the Budget Resolution reads, handed out a 
Resolution proposed by the Judges, to be addressed at the next 
regular meeting (January 22, 2008).  
 
  Commissioner Bengry: Has a problem with Mr. Mattson’s 
comments. 
  
  Commissioner Schultz:  Wish everyone a Merry Christmas.  
 
  Commissioner Elegeert:  Only have 3 Electrical Inspectors in 
the UP. Contacted Local 379, the Board may want to consider hiring 
our own inspector in conjunction with another county to alleviate 
the length of time it takes to get an electrical inspection.  
 
XIV.  MEETING SCHEDULE. 

  December 20th Finance Meeting at 1:00 p.m. Conference Room of 
the State Office Building. 
      Tuesday January 8th Re-organizational Meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
Conference Room of the State Office Building, Administrator 
Evaluation to follow. 
  Tuesday January 15th Committee of the Whole meeting at 10:30 
a.m. Conference Room of the State Office Building. (Jan. 16th 
unavailable). 
  Tuesday January 22nd Regular meeting at 5:15 p.m. in the 
Circuit Courtroom. 
 
 XV.  NOTICES  

XVI.  ADJOURNMENT  

      Moved by Commissioner Rivard and seconded by Commissioner 
Bengry to adjourn at 6:51 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED.   
    



Respectfully Submitted, 
 
_____________________________   _________________________________  
Nancy J. Kolich, County Clerk   Thomas Elegeert, Board Chairperson 


