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MEETING MINUTES 
DELTA COUNTY BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Wednesday, September 16, 2009 
 
Members present: Tom Rymkos, Dave Rivard, Larry Grimsby, Tom Brayak, Mark Nelson, and Gary 
Olsen 
 
Members Excused Absent:  Don Spodeck 
 
Director Peter Van Steen present 
 
Public: Dennis Bittner, John D’Addona, Elizabeth Keller, Trevor Woollatt, Gabriel Zawadzki 
 

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm by Chairman Tom Rymkos in the Circuit 
Courtroom of the Delta County Courthouse.  A quorum was present. 

 
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
3. Additions to the agenda were presented:  requests for site assessments- Escanaba Power 

Plant; 503 South 9th Street, Gladstone; and Anderson Tire Service building.  MOTION BY 
LARRY GRIMSBY, SECONDED BY DAVE RIVARD TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA 
WITH THE ADDITIONS AS PRESENTED; MOTION CARRIED. 

 
4. MOTION BY TOM BRAYAK, SECONDED BY DAVE RIVARD TO APPROVE THE 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING; MOTION CARRIED. 
 

5. No public comments.  It was noted that Elizabeth Keller, Escanaba city assessor and 
Trevor Woollatt, ECT staff were in attendance. 

 
6. REPORTS: 

A. Peter Van Steen deferred comments since activities would be discussed in other 
portions of the agenda.  

 
B. Dennis Bittner presented Consultant Progress Report #6 for Bittner/ECT.  Of note 

is Phase 1 studies for the Delta County Road Commission-Garden garage and the 
U.P. State Fair- state owned portion has been completed.  Drilling is scheduled at 
the UP State Fair property next Monday and Tuesday.  SAP plans have been 
completed for UP State Fair and for the Garden Road Commission garage 
projects.  The effective date of the transfer of state fairgrounds property to Delta 
County is October 1, 2009.  Dave Rivard noted the county will sign a lease 
agreement with the new UP State Fair Authority shortly.  There was discussion of 
the SAP plan for the state owned lands at the UP State Fair. 

 
C. BILLING APPROVALS: 

1. MOTION BY DAVE RIVARD, SECONDED BY LARRY GRIMSBY  TO 
APPROVE THE INVOICE SUBMITTED BY MAC IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$352.95 FOR SERVICES RENDERED IN AUGUST FOR THE DELTA 
COUNTY SITE ASSESSMENT GRANTS; MOTION CARRIED. 

 
2. MOTION BY DAVE RIVARD, SECONDED BY TOM BRAYAK, 

SECONDED TO APPROVE THE INVOICE SUBMITTED BY PETER 
VAN STEEN IN THE AMOUNT OF $400.00 FOR SERVICES 
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RENDERED IN AUGUST FOR THE DELTA COUNTY SITE 
ASSESSMENT GRANTS; MOTION CARRIED.   

 
3. MOTION BY DAVE RIVARD, SECONDED BY LARRY GRIMSBY  TO 

APPROVE THE INVOICE SUBMITTED BY BITTNER/ECT IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $13,717 FOR SERVICES RENDERED IN AUGUST FOR 
THE DELTA COUNTY SITE ASSESSMENT GRANTS; MOTION 
CARRIED.  The Board reviewed the cost summary sheet of the expenses. 

 
7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
A. Discussed the status of projects/reviewed tracking sheet.  By next meeting ECT 

will have three draft Phase I studies completed.  By next meeting, Bittner 
Engineering will have 2 or 3 Phase I studies completed.  At the last meeting 
Bittner/ECT was authorized to spend up to $17,000 for Phase II work at the state 
owned UP State Fair property; the actual costs will be higher due to lab work and 
other activities.  MOTION BY DAVE RIVARD, SECONDED BY MARK 
NELSON TO AUTHORIZE BITTNER/ECT TO SPEND UP TO $40,000 FOR 
PHASE II ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE STATE OWNED LANDS 
AT THE UP STATE FAIR PROPERTY; MOTION CARRIED. 

 
B. John D’Addona discussed the approach for the new grant application to be 

submitted to EPA.  The grant is due October 16, 2009.  At the last meeting it was 
decided to apply for funds as a coalition rather than as Delta County only.  The 
Coalition would be city of Escanaba, Wells Township, Hannahville Indian 
Community and Delta County.  Meetings have occurred with the entities to get 
their support and interest.  The application will be in the amount of $1 million 
with emphasis in a targeted area from the Escanaba Power Plant north along P 
Road in Wells Township.  ECT is moving forward with the October 16 deadline 
date and does not anticipate any problems.  MOTION BY LARRY GRIMSBY, 
SECONDED BY MARK NELSON THAT THE DELTA COUNTY 
BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY RECOMMENDS THE 
DELTA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS APPLY FOR EPA SITE 
ASSESSMENT FUNDING; MOTION CARRIED.  

 
C. John will work with Brandon on getting the presentation on the Brownfield 

Authority on the county website.  Meeting minutes will be sent to Brandon for the 
placement on the county website. 

 
D. Peter met with Tammy Stroud of Premier Real Estate and received four sites 

nominated to the county brownfield listing; met with GIS personnel from the 
county health department; met with Jerry Boucher regarding possible site 
assessment request for the Anderson Tire Service building; met with Gladstone 
city manager to discuss the program. 

 
E. The county board adopted a resolution establishing a county land authority at its 

September 15, 2009 meeting. 
 

F. MOTION BY GARY OLSEN, SECONDED BY DAVE RIVARD TO 
AUTHORIZE PETER VAN STEEN ATTEND THE  BROWNFIELD 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY WORKSHOP IN LANSING; MOTION 
CARRIED. 
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8. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Discussion/reviewed site assessment requests from (1) City of Escanaba Power Plant; 
the city is planning on selling the property in the near future, (2) 503 South 9th Street, 
Gladstone; the city acquired the property in a land swap and will be used for public purposes, 
(3) former Anderson Tire Service building property: a developer plans to purchase the 
building, raze the structure for new commercial development. 

 
MOTION BY DAVE RIVARD, SECONDED BY LARRY GRIMSBY TO 
APPROVE CONDUCTING A PHASE I AT THE ESCANABA POWER PLANT AT 
A COST OF $7,500; MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MOTION BY DAVE RIVARD, SECONDED BY LARRY GRIMSBY TO 
APPROVE CONDUCTING A PHASE I AT THE 503 SOUTH 9TH STREET, 
GLADSTONE PROPERTY AT A COST OF $3,000; MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MOTION BY MARK NELSON, SECONDED BY LARRY GRIMSBY TO 
APPROVE CONDUCTING A PHASE I AT THE FORMER ANDERSON TIRE 
SERVICE BUILDING PROPERTY AT A COST OF $2,500; MOTION CARRIED. 

  
B. Discussion of county owned property at the U.P. State Fairgrounds and the Gas and 

Stream Engine property.  There was discussion as to whether the Gas and Steam Engine 
property should be included in the property lease with the new UP State Fair Authority.  
Dave Rivard mentioned the lease agreement has been approved by the Delta County 
Board and will be going to the Authority in the very near future.  Work will continue on 
the Phase I of the county owned property as originally planned. 

 
9. Elizabeth wished to be informed of sites the County BRA is working on.  Gabriel 

commented on the grant application.  Trevor commented on the coalition and the grant 
application.  John commented on the target area in the new application. 

 
10. MOTION BY DAVE RIVARD, SECONDED BY MARK NELSON TO ADJOURN AT 

8:11 P.M.; MOTION CARRIED. 
 

Minutes submitted by Peter Van Steen 


