
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved 
Delta County Parks Commission 

February 20, 2008 Minutes 
Airport Administration Office 

 
I.  ROLL CALL 3:00 p.m. 

PRESENT: Commissioners Jussila, Romps, Rivard, Lindquist, Shirley, Thill, Larrabee, 
Ruohomaki and Fredrickson   

    ABSENT:  Herioux 
    OTHERS PRESENT:  Op. Mgr. Branz, Asst Smith, and Rory Mattson  
   
II. AGENDA APPROVAL:  Moved by Jussila, supported by Shirley to approve February 20, 
2008 agenda. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Moved by Thill, supported by Fredrickson to approve the 
January 23, 2008 minutes.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 
 
V.  REPORTS:   

A. Chairman’s Report:  
a. Romps opened discussions on the 1st Draft Proposal mailed to all board 

members.  After comments and questions, it was decided to have Romps, Branz 
and Smith have another meeting to add more detailed information regarding the 
actual points made by the ad-hoc committee to the proposal.  These items will 
be added separately into the proposal and a final copy will be sent to the board, 
for approval, prior to the March 18th County Board meeting.  Board members 
thanked the committee for writing the 1st Draft. 

B. Finance Report:  
a. County discussed the Letter of Request they received regarding Forgiving the 

Interest due on the Park loan.  After discussion, the County board took no 
action.  The Parks Board will try to incorporate the request into the Proposal.  
Also in the letter, the Parks Board requested the Parks name be removed from 
the RZ loan (under Airport/Parks Loan).  No action was taken on this request 
either. 

b. Payment of Bills:  Moved by Thill and supported by Jussila to approve the bills, 
totaling $ 515.82.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

c. County Budget Status handout was given to board.   
C. Branz’s Report: 



a. Gary informed the board he is writing up a grant for the Michigan Trust Fund 
for the pavilion (we will need a match); also, other grants being looked at are 
Hannahville 2%, Plumb Creek, Community Foundation and a new one that Mr. 
Mattson found, called the Hamburger Helper Grant.  Gary requested that he be 
able to set up the public hearing date needed for the trust fund grant, knowing 
we also need to have the County board approve the grant prior to sending it in 
by April 1st, 2008 deadline. Moved by Larrabee, seconded by Jussila to allow 
Gary to write the grant, set up the meetings and give to the County for approval 
at their March 18th board meeting. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

b. Handouts of the Waiver for volunteer labor for park projects were given to the 
board for information. 

c. Outsourcing landscaping & maintenance services was discussed.  Gary will 
look into getting contract labor for Rapid River Falls and other parks, if 
possible.  

 
VI.  OLD BUSINESS:   

a. Rory reported on the tree-cutting project at PTP for Hazardous trees.  Ralph Bugay 
will be doing this and expects to have it completed before winter breakup.  This 
tree cutting might qualify for some of our match $$ on grants.  

b. Rory is setting up the Public meeting for the Park Plan – looking at some dates in 
March (19th, 20th or 27th). More information to follow. 

c. Rory reported he will be attending a March 7th meeting in Lansing, with Michelle 
McManus and Mike Lotti and others making sure County parks throughout the 
State are not forgotten about with regards to state planning, and allocation of funds. 

   
VII. NEW BUSINESS: 

A) Rivard brought up possibilities for new picnic tables at PTP and the other parks.  He 
reported that there would be kits available through the Sheriff’s department. More 
information to follow. 

 
VIII.  Public Comment & Commissioners Ideas:  
 
IX.     Adjournment:   Motion to adjourn made by Jussila, seconded by Thill, Meeting adjourned at 
4:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
             
Kelly Smith, Asst Manager    Starr Romps, Chairman 


