
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved 
Delta County Parks Commission 

March 26, 2008 Minutes 
Airport Administration Office 

 
I.  ROLL CALL 4:00 p.m. 

PRESENT: Commissioners Jussila, Romps, Rivard, Lindquist, Shirley, Thill, Larrabee, 
Elegeert (In for Ruohomaki) and Fredrickson   

    ABSENT:  Herioux (excused) 
    OTHERS PRESENT:  Op. Mgr. Branz, Asst Smith, and Rory Mattson  
   
II. AGENDA APPROVAL:  Moved by Shirley, supported by Fredrickson to approve March 26, 
2008 agenda. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Moved by Jussila, supported by Thill to approve the February 
20, 2008 minutes.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 
 
V.  REPORTS:   

A. Chairman’s Report:  
a. Romps updated board on approval of all Parks recommendations to the Ad-Hoc 

proposal, including the extra $7,635 in appropriations for 08-budget year.  
Other board members commented on their appreciation for the well-written 
proposal, the time spent to write it and the presentation given to the County 
Board.   

B. Finance Report:  
a. Payment of Bills:  Moved by Thill and supported by Larrabee to approve the 

bills, totaling $ 1,036.94 (includes the per diem for this board meeting).  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  Discussion was held regarding the 
interest to the Parks Loan.  Smith was notifying the board that she would pay 
the interest through March 2008. (Board already approved payment if County 
did not approve forgiving the interest).  

b. County Budget Status handout was given to board.  Discussion was held.  
Training session will take place at next board meeting (1/2 hour), to explain 
line items, how the bills are paid, county budget status explanation, etc. Smith 
will send out an outline regarding information to be discussed at the board 
meeting, in the packets along with the agenda.  Smith was also asked to get the 
correct 2008 budget numbers into our line items and the county budget status 
(correct payroll figures) for next month’s meeting. 



C. Branz’s Report: 
a. DNR Website – copy given to board members, showing the grant process, 

writing the grant, etc.  Branz also had hard copies to give to the newly formed 
Recreation Committee.  

b. Hamburger Helper Grant - $1,525 – Fire Rings – discussion was held. 
c. Community Foundation Grant – Baseball Backstop - $2,000 – discussed 
d.  Hannahville – 2% - Pavilion Reconstruction - $20,000 – discussed 

Discussed above grants.  Changes were made.  Other grants are available 
Later in May to apply for, so we will turn more in as other grants are 
decided upon. (i.e. Plum Creek, Dagenais Foundation) 

e. Conservation District Report –  
1) Rory gave a synopsis of what his role is, being involved with the Parks 
Board.  County gives an appropriation to District to be involved in all 
aspects of County that has to do with natural resources (wildlife, parks, 
environment, forests, water, etc), grant writing, etc. 
2) Sac Bay – Permit was sent in, with $500.00, last October.  DEQ says 
they never received package.  District has sign-off from DEQ staff (Jeremy 
Hall); Board instructed Mattson to send in another application, with copy of 
old check and signature of their receiving person, (Jeremy Hall) showing 
deadline for increase in fees was met, and request they accept this for this 
year.  
3) Tree Cutting – PTP – will be completed in another week.  Ralph Bugay 
is doing for free (Bugay also got another project at airport).  
4) RR Falls Park – Well project update – Rory asking for RR Lions Club to 
fund project.  District will do this spring if the Boy Scout project doesn’t 
work out.  Also Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) – looking 
into a grant to put in a timber bridge behind the park, and put a bridge to 
have access to the Forest Service’s cross country ski trial, as long as they 
don’t have to pay to have the grooming from the bridge to the ski trail.  
5) Fish Dam Park – Rory is recommending the Parks Commission send a 
letter to the County Board of Commissioners to pursue a trade with the U.S. 
Forest Service for Fish Dam Park for acres of timberland of equivalent 
value, or if that were to fall through, selling Fish Dam Park on the open 
market, taking that money, putting into a separate account, to purchase 
forest land in the Upper Peninsula; the boat launch area that is leased to the 
DNR will be left out of any option that is approved.  Motion was made by 
Larrabee to accept Mattson’s recommendation, seconded by Jussila.  More 
discussion was held.  If Fish Dam were to sell on the open market, we 
would harvest prior to selling.  Also Fish Dam needs to be appraised, - 
County will handle that.  MOTION CARRIED 
6) Public Hearing for Park Plan – scheduled for Wednesday, May 7th, 2008 
– County Courthouse – Advertisements and letter to the editor will be done 
prior to meeting.  Powerpoint will be available, excluding Fish Dam Park. 
7) Steve – Menominee County Parks Manager and Scott Staelgrave, 
Manager U.P. State Fair agreed to come and talk to the Parks Board 
regarding fund raising, budgets, being self-sufficient, etc.  Mattson already 



talked to both men, and would call to set up a time. Rory will call both men 
and set up for the meeting in April 23, 2008, 3:30 p.m.  (4:00 p.m. if 
speakers can’t be here). 
 

VI.  OLD BUSINESS:   
A) Authority and Resolution were discussed.  All members were given another copy of 

new resolution, asked to read and study it, and then we will try to set up a meeting who can 
give us correct direction as it pertains to exactly what the Parks Commission can and 
cannot do.  Rivard mentioned MAC attorneys could help clarify; go to Joe Erickson for 
help with that.  

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS: 

A) Forming new committees 
a. Park Recreation Committee 

i. New members appointed – Don Shirley, Dave Fredrickson, Dale Thill, 
Rory Mattson and Gary Branz and Starr Romps (as available). 

b. Finance Committee 
i. New members appointed – Ken Jussila, Mike Larrabee, Charles 

Lindquist, Kelly Smith and Starr Romps (as available). 
 
VIII.  Public Comment & Commissioners Ideas: None 
 
IX.     Adjournment:   Motion to adjourn made by Shirley, seconded by Jussila.  Meeting 
adjourned at 5:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
             
Kelly Smith, Asst Manager    Starr Romps, Chairman 


