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Delta County Parks Commission 

 
August 20, 2008, 4:00 p.m. Minutes – Pioneer Trail Park/Pavilion 

 
I.  ROLL CALL 4:05 p.m. 

PRESENT: Commissioners Lindquist, Thill, Fredrickson, Jussila, Romps and Larrabee 
    ABSENT:  Shirley, Rivard and Ruohomaki  
    OTHERS PRESENT:  Op. Mgr. Branz, Asst Smith, and Rory Mattson  
   
II. AGENDA APPROVAL:  Moved by Jussila, supported by Lindquist to approve August 20, 
2008 updated agenda. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Moved by Thill, supported by Jussila to approve the July 16, 
2008 minutes.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS – (Received and sent) 

None 
 

V.  REPORTS:   
A. Chairman’s Report: None 
B. Operations Manager’s Report  

1) Contract Negotiation 
a. Discussion was held regarding Branz employment contract.  Moved by  

Larrabee, seconded by Jussila to ratify the employment contract for Branz 
presented to the board, changing Section 8, sentence 2 to read: “This evaluation 
shall occur no later than August 1, 2009” and then forwarding on to the County 
Board of Commissioners for approval at their next regularly scheduled board 
meeting.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

      2 ) Finances:  
a. A newly revised proposed budget  was given to the board, showing the changes 

made at the finance committee meeting.  Discussion was held.  Budget was 
updated based on the time of year we are now in, verses having to submit a 
budget when we aren’t open to the public.  With Branz out of the house at 
Pioneer Trail Park, more adjustments will be made to reflect the savings of the 
utilities and propane gas. Romps also discussed sending a letter with the new 
budget proposal to the county, explaining the changes.  Moved by Larrabee, 
seconded by Thill to approve the newly revised budget with the line item 
changes for the house expenses, and send to the County Board with the 
explanation letter prior to the Committee of the Whole meeting; date hasn’t 
been scheduled yet.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

b. Auditor’s Report was handed out to board members.  Gary explained the fund 
balance and also stated that Mr. Erickson, County Administrator, agreed to 
allow us to use some of this money for year ending September 08 if we are in 



the red, to balance us to $0.  Audit states that the ending funds balance for the 
Parks $25,235.  This is for capital improvement projects.   

c. County Budget Status – handed out to the board.  Romps requested the finance 
committee meet to go over the current budget status, and make adjustments to 
the new 08-09 proposed budgets given to the County. With more updated 
numbers because we are further in the year.  Branz will set up meeting.   

i. Letter of request for appropriation – copy given to board. 
d. June & July bills - Moved by Thill and supported by Jussila to approve the bills   

totaling $12,344.34 (includes estimated per diem for current board meeting).  
Discussion held.  Branz going to Road Commission to check on using their 
fuel. Bill for Tilbert’s was for park truck. This truck is given back to county 
maintenance dept in November for winter plowing. Will send letter to county 
requesting they cover half of the bill, and reimburse parks line item.  Discussion 
was held regarding Road Commission truck repair.  Write letter to request 
agreement regarding fuel, truck repair, run grater on fuller road, (they do the 
rest stop area), boat launch road and also pioneer road around park)  Need to 
look at services that can be handled by other county departments (like Health 
department) – write letters.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

      3) Branz handed out Manager’s Monthly report and answered questions.  
a. Asst Mgr also handed out monthly worksheet update. 

  4) Branz handed out photos of the roof damage to the playground bathrooms.  Working  
on fixing roof (storm weekend prior) 

      5) Rapid River Falls Project – what Vulcan looks like, and what RR Falls is aiming for. 
      6) Conservation District Report 

a. Sac Bay Beach – DEQ – Mattson explained the letter (board received a copy) 
the parks received regarding the permit and check that was lost.  He is 
attempting to receive answers to a few questions regarding the general permit 
category (10ft’ walkway and 25 cu. Feet of beach) and about what is allowed 
under the permit.  Board told Mattson to proceed.  Will continue with that and 
report back when more info is available.  

B) Trip to Menominee (Kleinke) County Park.  Board members received large packet of  
info from Steve Wery.  Opinions and suggestions were given by most; some board 
members want to implement some of the programs Menominee Cty is doing at (ex.: 
Fuller – leasing entire park) for next camping season.  Workshop will take place to put 
a plan together for next year.  Smith was asked to send thank-you to Steve and Parks 

VI.  OLD BUSINESS:  
A) Mission Statements – board members, bring something to next board meeting. On  

August Agenda.  
 B) BAH – 5:30 – 7:30 7/23/08  All members are encouraged to attend. 
VII.  NEW BUSINESS: 

A) Rivard gave article in press to Smith to possibly contact firm looking to put in water 
bottling plant (if area he is trying won’t work).  Just for information and a suggestion. 
B) Kelly & Gary attended Abate meeting, bring to Pioneer Trail Park.  We will be meeting 
again and try to get this group here for the weekend. More info will follow. 
C) 2% Grant – Rory thinks the board should go for more money for the grant resubmission 
in September to Hannahville, making the Pavilion all enclosed, kitchen on one end, and 
really book the weddings. Will be discussed more. (ex. - Ford River Township pavilion) 

VIII.  PUBLIC COMMENT & COMMISSIONERS’ CONCERNS 
A) Cindy Thill – questioned a mowing permit (like Menominee). 



IX.     ADJOURNMENT:   Motion to adjourn made by Lindquist, seconded by Thill.  Meeting  
adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
             
Kelly Smith, Asst Manager    Starr Romps, Chairman 


