
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED 

Delta County Parks and Recreation Commission  

Minutes 

December 3, 2008 – Pioneer Trail Park Office – at PTP 

 

I. Roll Call: 3:10 pm. 

Present: Commissioners Romps, Lindquist, Jussila, Ruohomaki, Larrabee, Shirley, 
Rivard and Fredrickson 

Absent: Herioux and Thill 

Others Present: Op. Mgr. Branz, Asst Smith and Rory Mattson 

II. Agenda Approval: Moved by Jussila, supported by Larrabee to approve December 3, 
2008 agenda. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

III. Approval of Minutes: Moved by Larrabee and supported by Ruohomaki to approve the 
October 2008 minutes. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

IV. Communications: None 
V. Reports: 

1. Chairman's Report: None 
2. Operations Manager's Report 

1a. Rapid River park/Hiawatha forest trail connection: Discussion was held 
regarding the extension of the trail systems in the Hiawatha Forest Service 



property in Rapid River (adjacent to the RR Falls Park). The parks board has and 
will continue to work at improving this park and will keep the bridge connection a 
priority in the recreation plan. It is believed that one day this will be 
accomplished, but will be years away. Chairman Romps thanked Anne Okonek 
and Mr. Reynolds for attending and adding clarification to the information the 
parks board had received. 

b. & c. Branz handed out his monthly operations report, the county insurance 
packages available, a yearly breakout of actual time for 2008 and the county 
decision on his employment contract. Rivard commented that he felt the 
information given to the board would be a great tool when evaluations take place. 

d. Branz gave the board a schedule for work days for the rest of the year. 

e. A copy of the letter sent to county administrator was passed out to the board. 
Brandon Couvillion (county it tech) contacted Smith regarding parks needs for 
computer system and software. Quote for new 2009 Quickbooks was given to 
board. After discussion, motion was made by Jussila, seconded by Larrabee to 
purchase new software not to exceed $537.97 for one license (or split with Airport 
– three ways, charging parks $178.99) MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

f. Branz handed out a county zip code chart showing board the areas in the county 
that would not have to pay the $2.00 entrance fee (if board approves this new 
policy for 2009). 

g. Chairman Romps showed the board the news paper article regarding Wells 
State Park and the volunteers that raised money for playground equipment. Board 
discussed ways to get our local community involved in our parks. 

h. Calendar of events for 2009 camping was given to the board. The list showed 
events coming up in the area; board would like to come up with ideas on ways to 
get more campers into the parks such as theme weekends, etc. More info will 
follow. 

I. Branz drew up a conceptual drawing on the pavilion project at PTP. He will do 
more details and bring to next board meeting. 

j. Branz discussed the cub scouts jamboree considering camping at PTP. Health 
dept. rules make this almost impossible for PTP to host because of the extra 
camping license PTP is required to have to allow camping behind the pavilion 
(rustic tenting). Branz will write a letter and County Chairman Elegeert will also 
talk to the health department 

2a. Finances: 



1. Oct & Nov bills (to date): Moved by Jussila and supported by Larrabee to 
approve bills totaling $4,848.79. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

2. 2009 approved budget and Oct County budget status were given out.  
3. FYE 2008, Parks approximately $3,900 in hole. Finishing up 

reconciliation with County.  

3a. Conservation District Report: 

1. Fish Dam Swap: Mattson and others met with Dave Silvieus 
regarding swap for timber producing land of equal value. 
Discussion was held and board reiterated swap was still approved. 

2. Fuller Park Timber sale is slated for 09 winter. At least mark it, 
and put out on bids, up for sale, etc. More info to follow once it has 
been assessed. 

3. North property line at PTP will be surveyed yet this winter. 
Waiting for better weather. 

4. Well at Rapid River Falls Park: Mattson is searching for contractor 
(mason) to get cost estimates and do the work. Will talk to Mike 
Quinn (Rapid River), project slated to be done in Spring.  

5. Sac Bay beach – Waiting on DEQ letter; Gary will contact Mike 
and see when we can expect. $500.00 has already been approved 
for permit through DEQ. If project is larger and needs the $2,000 
permit, this will have to come back to board for approval. Branz 
will notify board when letter from DEQ is received. 

VI. Old Business: 
1. Work Session – Park Plan – Don Shirley introduced his guest Rich Pomazal. 

More discussion took place on the information that has already been suggested by 
the board; Rich gave ideas on how to correctly incorporate the board's goals and 
strategies to the mission statement. Romps thanked Mr. Pomazal for helping the 
board and invited him to the next work session. Smith will send him information 
on dates and times. 

 

5:00 pm. - Rivard, Ruohomaki and Lindquist left. (No longer a quorum) 

 

VII. New Business: 
1. Smith brought a request from a parks board member regarding a memorial for 

Brent Lantagne. The Airport has a memorial board and since Brent was on both 
boards for many years, it was suggested that a memorial plaque be hung in his 
honor. Since the airport has to take the lead and approve this first, a letter will be 
sent to the Airport Advisory Board asking them if they will consider this gesture, 
and if so, the parks board will be informed and anyone that wishes to participate, 



can on their own. Smith will let park board know when and if the airport advisory 
board approves this. 

VIII. Public Comments and Commissioners Concerns: 
1. Jussila requested possibly switching the Parks board meeting day to something 

other than the last Wednesday of the month, when this seems to interfere with the 
Chamber's Business After Hours. Will be brought up at the next board meeting in 
January. 

2. Work Session and next meeting dates were chosen. 
1. Next Work Session will be January 21st, from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm. 

Board members are encouraged to attend, but this is not mandatory. Rich 
Pomazal will also be invited to attend.  

2. Next regular board meeting will be held January 28th, 2009 – 3:00 pm at 
Pioneer Trail Park Office. New meeting date and Election of Officers will 
be on the agenda.  

1. 3:00 pm is now the new time for the regular board meetings. 

 

IX. Adjournment: 
1. Moved by Shirley and seconded by Larrabee to adjourn – 5:20 pm 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Kelly Smith, Asst. Mgr. Starr Romps, Chairman 

 

 

 



Remember: Work Session – January 21st, 2-4 pm at Pioneer Trail Office (not mandatory but 
recommended) 

 

Regular Monthly board meeting – January 28th, 3:00 pm at Pioneer Trail Office 


