
 

 

 

 

 

Approved 

Delta County Parks and Recreation Commission 

Minutes 

March 4, 2009 – Pioneer Trail Park Office – at PTP - 3:00 p.m. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL - 3:05 p.m. 

PRESENT: Commissioners Ruohomaki, Rivard, Frederickson, Lindquist, Jussila, and Bagley 

ABSENT: Romps (excused), Larrabee (excused), Shirley (excused) and Herioux. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Op. Mgr. Branz and Asst Smith.  

II. AGENDA APPROVAL: Branz requested adding Item I- discussion on Brownfield Authority 
under Operations Manager's Report. Moved by Fredrickson, supported by Rivard to approve 
March 4, 2008 with the addition. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

2009 agenda. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Moved by Ruohomaki, supported by Shirley to approve the  

February 4, 2009 minutes. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER – JOHN BAGLEY, FAIRBANKS TOWNSHIP 

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS – None 



V. COMMUNICATIONS – (Received and sent) 

 

VI. REPORTS:  

1. Chairman’s Report: None 
2. Operations Manager’s Report  

1) Operations Report: Branz went over monthly operations report. Commissioner  

Lindquist applauded Mr. Branz regarding the presentation he gave Audubon Society. Lindquist 
also informed the board that if they know of groups or organizations that need speakers, etc., that 
Gary Branz and the Parks System of Delta County should be asked. (more free promotion for the 
parks systems). 

2) Internet/Telephone: Internet is installed at PTP Office. Also have new telephone  

carrier. (both from Charter) Will be looking into getting routers to give a small 
area of the parks access to the internet. (Ideas for possible deck and “”Internet 
Café” outside of office). Email for parks is parks@deltacountymi.org. 

3. Branz went over the reservation policy with board. Smith will send out the 
camping fee sheet with the reservation policy on it for board members. 

4. Branz informed the board of advertising dollars available through Mix 106 radio. 
Smith will create an ad emphasizing new seasonal rates and inexpensive family 
fun. 

5. Parks will be donating 2 camping certificates to be raffled off for the YAP 
fundraiser. 

6. Branz informed the board that parks will be applying for Community Foundation 
and possible Hannahville grants for new playground equipment for all parks. 

7. Branz made commission aware of Employee Manual and testing that new hires 
receive. Gary will also call Rob at Road Commission to see if the parks can 
piggyback on their training of summer help.  

8. Brownfield Authority – If parks want to request that the property north of us, 
(possibly purchasing it; could help in applying for grants), moved by Rivard, 
supported by Fredrickson to allow Branz to investigate the property north of us 
for possible purchase and/or getting permission of owner to apply for Brownfield 
property. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

C. Finances: 

1) January County budget status was reviewed. Smith gave explanation of corrections. 

2) February Bills: Discussion was held regarding telephone and internet. Suggestions for 
Fuller Park phone, maybe cell phone, maybe track, etc. Will look into the phone 



possibilities for Fuller Park. (Host site needs a working phone) Moved by Fredrickson, 
seconded by Rivard to approve the bills totaling $1887.79. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS: None 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: None 

 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT & COMMISSIONERS’ CONCERNS: NONE 

1) Ruohomaki commented on how he feels that the Parks 
board is really working well, and moving forward 

2) Rivard commented on the projects Branz and Smith have 
been working on and presenting to the Board. “Make sure 
everything is captured for employment reviews”. 

3) Jussila: “I'm impressed with the direction and 
commitment of the parks board since the split. 

4) Fredrickson: New brochures are now available, and 
board members need to help distribute them. (Check on the 
racks in businesses to see if we can just put them in, or 
need permission). 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn made by Fredrickson, supported by Rivard. Meeting 
adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

Kelly Smith, Asst Manager Starr Romps, Chairman 

 



 

 

 

Just a Reminder: 

 

Meetings are now 1st Wednesday of each month, 3:00 p.m. at Pioneer Trail Park 
Administration Office. Please make a note of it. 

 


