
 

 

 

 

Approved 

Delta County Parks and Recreation Commission 

Minutes 

April 15, 2010 – Administration Office – Pioneer Trail Park 

2:00 pm. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL – 2:00 pm. 

PRESENT: Commissioners Romps, Lindquist, Bagley, Rivard, Larrabee, Shirley, 
Fredrickson, and Jussila 

ABSENT: Commissioners Herioux, and Rouhomaki 

OTHERS PRESENT: Op. Mgr. Branz, Asst Smith, Rory Mattson, (Ex. Dir. Cons. Dist.) 

 

II. AGENDA APPROVAL: Moved by Jussila, seconded by Fredrickson to approve the April 
15, 2010 Agenda. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

III. Dave Silvieus, District Ranger, Hiawatha National Forest, attended meeting. Discussion 
was held regarding property swap, ski trail and Rapid River Falls property bordering ski trail and 
possibility of reconstructing swing bridge into ski trail. Swing bridge options are in the new park 
plan for future. Ski trail currently allows usage of summer trails for non- motorized vehicles, 
walking and horses on the trail.  

 

IV.APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Moved by Larrabee, supported by Jussila to approve the  



March 10, 2010 minutes, showing the corrections to board members present and absent: Jussila 
was not in attendance in March and Shirley was in attendance. Motion carried unanimously with 
corrections. 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS – No one signed up. 

 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS – (Received and sent) None 

 

VII. REPORTS:  

1. Chairman’s Report: None 

B. Operations Manager’s Report  

1) 2010 Budget: 

a. Branz handed out 09-10 actual and 10-11 proposed budget. Recommendation was to 
keep the budget the same from last year; add one item to capital projects – new or used 
Pick-up truck for Parks with snow plow and heavy enough to trailer equipment to other 
parks.  

2) Financials  

a. Budget Status for March was discussed; in line at this time of year.  

b. Bills pd thru April 15, 2010. Moved by Larrabee, seconded by Fredrickson to approve 
payment of bills for $ 686.57. Motion carried unanimously. 

3) History of RR Falls easement: Information was given to board and discussed during 
Dave Silvieus's talk. (Title for 40 acres is unknown and DTE has right-of- way easement)  

4) 2% grants – Applied for 2 grants (1 – disc golf at PTP and 2) playground and volleyball 
equipment at Fuller Park.  

5) UP Sustainable Forests and Wildlife grant applied for Fuller Park; money for continuation 
of nature trail along with signage and benches.  

6) Manager Vacation carryover: Branz requested board approval to have vacation time be 
carried over. Moved by Larrabee, seconded by Fredrickson to send letter for approval of 80 
hours of vacation time to be carried over for next year. (beginning May 5, 2010)  



7) PTP - 1st seasonal camper April 14th. Working on water turn on and cleanup; boat launch is 
now in. UPPCO handles this each year. (Part of agreement.) 

8) Cleanup cutting of firewood at PTP. - Individual approached Branz regarding cutting up 
(cleanup) brush, branches, etc. for personal use. Rivard suggested checking with Administrator 
to make sure liability issues don't arise. Branz will call, making sure we (County) are covered. 
(Hold harmless agreement, etc.) 

9) Conservation District Report 

a) Fish Dam Property - Mattson attend May meeting with recommendation. 

b) Fuller Park Winter cleanup – Mattson had walk-thru with interested individuals. All knew we 
wanted it cleaned up and possibility of a donation back to the Park. Will get so much per cord by 
individual doing work. Shirley checked it out, looks like done, but need to load and take out 
stacks. Mattson will check on progress. 

c) Mattson reported that the pavilion project is now an approved grant project for the RC & D. 
Local and regional committee approved helping park board seek additional grant dollars if 
MNRTF denies any or all of the funding request. Also because Delta County is now a dues 
paying member, we have availability to use RC&D in search of other grants for other funding 
opportunities. 

d) Conservation District also applied for River obstruction removal for Delta County through RC 
& D. Approval and assistance in seeking grants through their organization was allowed. This 
project could directly impact PTP in areas of the river. Updates will be given as more 
information is available.  

VIII. OLD BUSINESS: 

1) Larrabee requested seeking financial opportunities (use RC&D) for ORV park, trails, etc. at 
Rapid River Falls. Large groups are riders and looking for more opportunities.  

2) Fredrickson asked for clarification on the park truck/county maintenance truck problem.  

3) Fredrickson inquired about any action the board could take regarding the property to the north 
of PTP. Parks do not have any recourse unless items encroach on our property. Branz will check 
our north property line again to make sure it was cleaned up; if not, will take legal action. 

IX. NEW BUSINESS:  

1) Shirley questioned who planted fish in the Bark River – (Fuller Park). Shirley saw a large 
school of them at the bridge, questioning is someone just dumped them there. Smith informed 
the board Mike Zuidema planted approx. 20,000 ten days ago.  

X. PUBLIC COMMENT & COMMISSION:  



 

XI ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn made by Fredrickson, supported by Lindquist. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

Kelly Smith, Asst Manager Starr Romps, Chairman 


